Bulletin No, 20 of 1949, 
STaTH OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
FACTORY AND WORKS, YHAR, 1948-49, 


Preliminary estimates of factory production for the year ended 
30th June 1949 have now been made available by the Government Statist, 
(Mr. A. W. Bowden). 


GENERAL. For statistical purposes, a "factory" is defined as any 
factory, workshop or mill employing four hands or more, or less than 
four where power-driven machinery is used in manufacturing, repairing 
or assembling. 


Preliminary totals indicate that the manufacturing activities 
in South Australia during 1948-49 were greater than in any previous 
year. This expansion was a continuation of the post-war recovery 
attained in 1946-47 following a decline from the 1942-43 war-time peaks 
Fluctuations in prices, however, should be considered when comparing 
money values, 


NUMBER OF FACTORIES, The number of factories was 2,943. This is the 


greatest number ever recorded and showed an increase of 78 over the 
previous year 1947-48. 


EMPLOYEES. The average number of persons employed over the whole year 
was 75,/94. This is an increase of 2,448 over the previous record 
year 1947-48, Male employees numbered 60,998 (record) whilst femalcs 
at 14,786 showed an increase of 521 over 1947-48 but was still Bre liee 
below the record of 19,958 who were employed during the peak war year, 
eee De 


SALARIES & WAGES. The total amount paid in salaries and wages reached 
the record figure of £29,255,000 an increase of £4,402,000 on the 
previous year. Higher rates of wages mainly contributed GU WAG ips ; 
increase. Male enployees received £25,956,000 and fenales £3,299, 000, 


MATERIALS AND FUEL, The cost of materials totalled £73,794,000 (record) 
an tnerease of £12,173,000 whilst Fuel &c. was £5,0%,000 (record) 
against £4,281,000 the previous year. Higher costs and greater 
Quantities of materials used accounted for the increases. The main 
classes affected were Industrial Metals &c. and Food, Drink é&c. 


OUTPUT VALUE. The gross value of output £124,061,000 was easily the 
highest ever recorded, being £19,490,000 greater than 1947-48. Incre cscs 
were noted in the following industries. Motor Bodies, Plant & 

Equipment, Wireless Equipment, Smelting, Metal Pipes & Tubes, Sheet 

metal working, Paints, Woolscouring & Fellmongery. Higher values and 
greater quantities of goods manufactured accoumted for this big ineressc, 


PRODUCTION VALUE, The value of output, however, does not give a true 
indication of the value of factory production, primarily because of 
duplication between industries, A better measure of value of work done 
in factories is obtained by deducting from the value of output, the cost 
of raw materials, containers, power, fuel, light, oll, water, tools 
replaced and repairs to plant. The net result thus obtained represents 
the value added in the process of manufacture. The value of 

production for the year 1948-49 was a record. The total £4541 763000 
showed an increase of £6,507,000 over 1947-48. 


PREMISES & PLANT. The value recorded for Land and Buildings was | 
£21,714,000 (record) against £20,691,000 for the previous year whilst 
Plant and Machinery totalled £23,065,000 (record) ag compared with 
£20,240,000 for 1947-48. Estimated values for rented premises and 
plant have been included in these figures. 
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